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REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

A.  INTRODUCTION

In my capacity as rapporteur of the General Committee, I have the honor to present to the Thirtieth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM the following report on the deliberations of the General Committee of this Assembly.

This report follows the statutory guidelines and summarizes the basic information, background, and decisions taken.

During the first plenary session of the Assembly, which took place on November 15, 2000, Mrs. Carmen Elena Calderón de Escalón, Principal Delegate to the CIM of El Salvador was elected Chair of the General Committee.  The Committee was installed in the same session, pursuant to Article 33 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates.  As provided in Article 34 of the Rules of Procedure, the Committee was open to participation of all member countries.  The following delegations were present:

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Bolivia


Brazil


Canada


Chile


Colombia

El Salvador
Guatemala

Jamaica

Mexico

Panama

United States

Uruguay

Venezuela

B.  PLAN OF WORK

The Assembly assigned the following topics to the General Committee:

1. Consideration of Reports (point 3 of the agenda)

a. Report of the President and the Executive Committee

b. National reports and reports of the specialized organizations of the Inter-American System and the United Nations

2. Biennial Work Program of the CIM (point 7 of the agenda)

3. Updating of the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM (point 6 of the agenda)

4. Reform of the legal instruments of the CIM (point 5 of the agenda)

5. Criteria for distribution of the Seed Fund for the year 2001

The Chair said the Committee would consider all the draft resolutions prepared by the Working Group–open to all delegations–which supported the work of the Permanent Secretariat in the process of preparing for this Assembly.

C.  INSTALLATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

In the first working session, the General Committee elected its Vice-Chair and Rapporteur. The following officers were installed:

Chair:  Carmen Elena Calderón de Escalón. (Ecuador)

Vice-Chair: Shorna–Kay Richards (Jamaica)

Rapporteur: Guillermo Reyes (Mexico)

D.  MEETINGS

The Committee held one working meeting to deal with the assigned topics:

a. Consideration of reports (point 3 of the agenda)

· Report of the President and the Executive Committee of the CIM

· National reports and reports of specialized organizations of the Inter-American System and the United Nations

As agreed in the first plenary session, the Chair reiterated that the reports would not be presented orally.

b. Biennial Work Program of the CIM (point 7 of the agenda)

The Committee considered document CIM/doc.21/00 “Draft Biennial Work Program of the CIM–Program Guidelines 2000-2002,” adding to the end of point 1.1 the phrase “and implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.”  Similarly, the end of point 1.4 was amended to read as follows:  “....of the activities of the CIM and shall seek accreditation to the OAS to promote their participation in the inter-American system.  To that end the process of identifying them will be completed....”.

Subsequently the Committee approved the draft resolution on the topic contained in document CIM/CG doc.3/00.

c. Updating of the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM (point 6 of the agenda)

Draft resolution CIM/CG.doc.1/00 was approved with a single change: renumbering paragraphs 1 and 2, which had appeared in reverse order.

d. Reform of the legal instruments of the CIM (point 5 of the agenda)

This topic was considered, and the Committee approved the resolution printed in document CIM/CG/doc.4/00, with the amendment of the first operative paragraph to read as follows: “Not reform the legal instruments of the CIM.”

e. Criteria for Distribution of the Seed Fund for the year 2001 (point 9 of the agenda)

The Committee considered the draft resolution printed in document CIM/CG/doc.2/00, changing the sole operative paragraph to read as follows:  “Direct the Executive Committee, when evaluating projects and allocating the resources of the Seed Fund for 2001, to give priority to projects that seek to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, while it considers other projects.”

f. Consideration of other draft resolutions.

Next the Committee considered and approved three draft resolutions:

1) “Support for the Special Report of the IACHR on the Condition of Women in the Americas” (CIM/CG/doc.5/00), presented by the delegation of El Salvador, which was approved with minor style corrections.

2) “Appreciation to the Government of Nicaragua” (CIM/CG/doc.6/00), which was approved without change.

3) “Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (CIM/CG/doc.7/00), which after an exchange of views was approved with amendments in the first whereas and in both operative paragraphs. 

In conclusion, the Rapporteur wishes to thank the Technical Secretariat for its assistance in the work and to express special appreciation for the excellent job in conducting the Committee’s business. 


Guillermo Reyes


Delegate of Mexico

LIST OF RESOLUTIONS APPROVED BY THE GENRAL COMMITTEE

DURING THE THIRTIETH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES

The Committee considered and approved the following draft resolutions:

· CIM/CG/doc.1/00:  Updating the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM

· CIM/CG/doc.2/00:  2001 Seed Fund Distribution Criteria

· CIM/CG/doc.3/00: 2000-2002 Biennial Work Program of the CIM:  Program Guidelines

· CIM/CG/doc.4/00:  Amendments to the Legal Instruments of the CIM

· CIM/CG/doc.5/00:  Support for the Work of the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR on the Status of Women in the Americas

· CIM/CG/doc.6/00:  Vote of thanks to the Government of Nicaragua
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